
Homily - 4
th

 Sunday of Advent B 2017 

 

On this 4
th
 Sunday of 

Advent, we share this 

message: “The Lord will 

build you a house.”  

Beloved, this is the 

greatest promise of our 

Advent Season.  The 

Lord Himself will build you a house, will assure your 

health, livelihood and security; will guarantee your 

educational or vocational pursuits, will build your 

relationships, your marriage and family and will build 

your future.  As Scripture says, “For I know the plans I 

have for you, says the LORD, plans for welfare and not 

for evil, to give you a future and a hope” (Jer 29:11).  

Simply put, Advent is primarily about what God wants 

to accomplish in our lives; ours is to always respond in 

gratitude.  

 

What then is our Advent Preparation about?  Our First 

Reading (2Sam 7:1-5, 8-12, 14, 16) in a subtle way, 

hints the spirit of our Advent preparation.  Notice how 

David suddenly realized and acknowledged he had not 

prepared a proper place for God; how his actions had 

been all about him (self-centeredness).  He said to 

Prophet Nathan, “Here I am living in a house of cedar, 

while the ark of God dwells in a tent!”  Does this sound 

familiar?  Am I living like royalty, while the house of 

God – the church campus – is not maintained?  Do I 

spend lavishly donating political campaigns or secular 

causes, but not offering anything significant toward the 

mission of Christ?  Or, on a more spiritual note, am I 

engrossed in secular living and pursuits – having time 

for concerts, sports and other entertainments, but no 

time for relationship with God; no time for church, for 

prayer or spiritual causes.  Do I focus only on external 

Advent and Christmas decorations while my heart 
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(where Christ desires to be born) is filled with 

hatred, unforgiveness, malice and vengeance? 

 

Just as David did, Advent preparation is about 

constantly evaluating, examining or reviewing our 

relationship with God and resolving to do better.  

Nathan encouraged David with these words, “Go, do 

whatever you have in mind, for the LORD is with 

you.”  David was so touched and vowed heartily, “I 

will not enter my house or get into my bed; I will not 

give sleep to my eyes or slumber to my eyelids, until 

I find a place for the LORD, a dwelling place for the 

Mighty One of Jacob” (Ps 132:3-5).  However, that 

night the LORD said to Nathan: “Go, tell my servant 

David, ‘Thus says the LORD: Should you build me a 

house to dwell in?’  [I made you who and what you 

are.]”  Oh oh, clearly, Nathan’s counsel wasn’t right.  

What a lesson for us priests and deacons!  We 

always need to discern prayerfully God’s will before 

giving spiritual counsel; personal opinion cannot be 

presumed as God’s will.   

 

So, the Lord declined David’s offer to build a house 

for God.  How humbling it must have been for 

David!  Beloved, it is a privilege to serve God; it is a 

privilege to put our resources – time, talent and 

treasure – at the service of God.  It is a privilege that 

our offering are acceptable to God (cf. Gen 4:5; Num 

16:15; Heb 11:4).  All we are and have come from 

God.  Remember Abraham’s extraordinary display 

of love for God and how God blessed him 

immensely (cf. Gen 22:10-18).  It’s the same here: 

though God declined David’s offer, God considered 

his commitment and blessed him tremendously 

saying, “[I]… will establish a house for you….  I 

will raise up your heir after you, sprung from your 

loins….  Your house and your kingdom shall endure 

forever… your throne shall stand firm forever."  
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Wow!  That is how God blesses you and your 

household with a secure future, as long as you always 

have good intentions for God.  That’s the meaning and 

hope of our Advent preparation.   

 

Beloved, the beginnings of the fulfillment of this 

promise to David is what we celebrate at this time, as 

we enter Christmas mode.  Hence, our Gospel Passage 

(Luke 1:26-38) relates how God built the house for 

David, and gave him an heir.  Obviously, it was not 

about house of stone or brick; not necessarily a political 

kingdom.  Nothing material will endure forever (cf. 

Matt 24:35; Mark 13:31; Luke 21:33).  Mary said to the 

angel, “How can this be, since I have no relations with 

a man?"  The angel replied, “The Holy Spirit will come 

upon you, and the power of the Most High will 

overshadow you. Therefore the child to be born will be 

called holy, the Son of God.”  The Lord built the house! 

(cf. Ps 118:23; Mark 12:11). Ultimately, the house is 

about the Kingdom of God and Jesus is the heir; as the 

angel had declared to Mary concerning Jesus, “He will 

be great and will be called Son of the Most High, and 

the Lord God will give him the throne of David his 

father… and of his kingdom there will be no end."  Did 

David see this coming?  Not at all!  God can do 

infinitely “more abundantly than all… we ask or think” 

(Eph 3:30). 

 

[[On the whole, here in the Diocese of Orlando, in this 

Year of the Eucharist (marking our 50
th
 Anniversary), 

remember, in the Eucharist, God is building us into a 

spiritual house (cf. Eph 2:19-22; 1Pet 2:4-10).  The 

Eucharist is the embodiment of worship of God in spirit 

and in truth – as celebrated and commanded by Jesus 

Himself (cf. Luke 22:19; Heb 9:11, 24), not 

“entertainment” worship developed by humans (cf. 

Zech 4:6).  As we eat His Body and drink His Blood, 

we are being reconfigured and transformed into His 
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divine life, fulfilling the words of Scripture: “A new 

heart I will give you, and a new spirit I will put 

within you” (Ezek 36:26)]].  

 

Finally, our Advent preparation therefore means we 

must constantly be spiritually alert, to always strive 

to put God first in the use of our time, talent and 

treasure; to grow in faith, hope and love – to be more 

merciful, more generous, more forgiving, etc., and 

recognizing “Unless the LORD builds the house, 

those who build it labor in vain” (Ps 127:1).  

Anyway we have wandered away from God and 

attained delusional independence from God, may 

God help us to reboot our system, build our homes – 

our relationships, marriage and family, our 

endeavors, our parish and our Diocese.  For “Those 

who trust in the LORD are like Mount Zion, which 

cannot be moved, but abides forever” (Ps 125:1); 

through Christ our Lord. Amen.  
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